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MISSOULA-A resolution prepared by three University of Montana faculty members which endorses
limitations to the nuclear arms capabilities of the United States and Russia has been
adopted by the council of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
The resolution, in slightly modified form, was adopted at the annual meeting of the
AAAS Feb. 21 in Boston, Mass.

The resolution, said to be one of three adopted by the

AAAS Council at the Boston meeting, was initiated by Dr. Meyer Chessin, a UM botany
professor, and was drafted by Chessin and two other outspoken critics of the nuclear arms
race---Dr. E.W. Pfeiffer, professor of zoology at UM, and Dr. Arnold J. Silverman, UM
professor of geology.
The AAAS Council adopted the resolution with only a slight change by Dr. George
Kistiakowsky, professor emeritus at Harvard, who once was an adviser to the late President
Eisenhower.

Kistiakowsky spoke at UM sometime ago in opposition to U.S. nuclear policies.

A text of the nuclear-related resolution adopted by the AAAS Council follows.
-more-
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ARMS LIMITATION RESOLUTION--page 2
NUCLEAR WEAPON LEVEL

Whereas it is generally agreed that the nuclear weapons stockpiled by the United States,
the Soviet Union, and other nations represent a potential threat to the survival of
civilization should they be used in a major nuclear exchange, and
Whereas although at present a strategic balance of mutual deterrence based on a
"second-strike" capacity exists between the two major nuclear powers, and
Whereas the increased weapons level proposed by the Vladivostok Agreements, the trend
toward increased missile accuracy and multiple warhead deployment, as well as the
development of anti-submarine warfare may lead to the attainment of a destabilizing
counterforce or "first-strike" capability by the major nuclear powers,
Therefore be it resolved that the AAAS urges the United States government in its
negotiations to reach an agreement with the Soviet Union to:
(1)

Decrease, rather than increase, the force levels
presently envisaged by the Vladivostok Agreements.

(2)

Halt efforts to increase missile accuracy and
multiple warhead deployment.

(3)

Stop work on methods aimed at destruction of
missile-carrying submarines.

(4)

Move toward a phased and mutual reduction of nuclear
weapons levels that will ultimately lead to a
renunciation of their use in warfare.
Adopted by the AAAS Council
February 21, 1976
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